
UNSPOKEN: Timeline of Significant & Influential Events in the Film



First enslaved 
Africans arrive to 
Virginia aboard  
The White Lion.

1619

1821
Founding of 
Monroe, Georgia

1857

U.S. Supreme Court Dred Scott 
Decision denied citizenship & 
Constitutional rights to people 
of African descent.

American Civil 
War begins.

1861

American Civil War 
ends. 

13th Amendment 
passed to abolish 
slavery. 

KKK founded in TN 
as a private club for 
Confederate 
veterans.

1865

1868
14th Amendment passed 
granting due process & equal  
protection under the law for  
African Americans. 

Zion Hill Church, one of the first 
black churches, formed in 
Monroe, GA.

1870
15th Amendment 
passed granting 
the right to vote for 
African Americans.

1875

Congress passed 
3rd Civil Rights Act 
in response to 
merchants & 
business owners 
who refused to 
serve Black people.

Jim Crow Laws (state 
and local statutes) 
enforce segregation 
in southern US.

1885 1909
NAACP Founded

1915
“The Birth of a 
Nation,” Hollywood’s 
first blockbuster 
silent film hit debuts 
and rejuvenates the 
KKK.

Moore’s Ford 
Lynching victim 
George Dorsey serves 
in World War II.

1941

1947
Jackie Robinson is 
first Black athlete to 
play in Pro Baseball 
League.

1946

U.S. Supreme Court rules 
Georgia’s “white primary” 
unconstitutional in Primus King v. 
State of Georgia case. 

Maceo Snipes killed for casting 
first Black vote in GA Democratic 
Primary on July 18. 

Moore’s Ford Lynching in Monroe, 
GA on July 25. MLK, Jr. writes 
Letter to the Editor at the Atlanta 
Constitution in August. 

Eugene Talmadge elected to 4th 
term as GA Governor. He died 
before taking office.

Historic  
Walton County 
Courthouse built 
in Monroe, GA.

1883

1901
Walton County Mill 
Company formed in 
Monroe, GA contributing 
to the rise of cotton 
production in Georgia.
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1908
Confederate 
Monument 
unveiled at Walton 
County Courthouse  
in Monroe, GA.

1933

Eugene Talmadge, 
an outspoken 
promoter of 
segregation, elected 
GA Governor.
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1902

Confederate 
Monument 
cornerstone 
dedication at Walton 
County Courthouse 
in Monroe, GA.

1889
Black teacher Ida 
B. Wells fights Jim 
Crow Laws and 
starts newspaper 
to take on school 
segregation and 
sexual harassment.

1793
Eli Whitney invents 
the cotton gin which 
leads to mass 
cotton production 
and the rise of 
institutionalized 
slavery in the South.

1818

Walton County 
formed on land 
originally held by 
Cherokee and 
Creek Native 
Americans.

1938
Local Black activist 
Dan Young & Grace 
Perry Young open 
Young Funeral Home 
in Monroe, GA.
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1954

Brown v. Board of 
Education: US 
Supreme Court 
rules segregated 
schools 
unconstitutional.

14-year old Emmett Till 
lynched in MS. 

Rosa Parks refuses to 
give up her seat, 
prompting Montgomery 
Bus Boycott.

1955

Little Rock Nine Black 
youth enroll at all-white 
Central High School in 
Little Rock, AK. 

SCLC Founded in Atlanta. 
With MLK, Jr. as first 
president. 

President Eisenhower 
signs Civil Rights Act into 
law to protect voter 
rights. 
 
Monroe Golf & Country 
Club Founded

1957

1959
Citizens Committee, lead 
by Dan Young, again files 
complaint for conditions 
at Black schools to 
Walton County School 
Board.

First major Student 
Nonviolent 
Coordinating 
Committee meeting; 
MLK, Jr. Introduces 
Philosophy of 
Nonviolence 

Woolworth Sit-in in 
Greensboro, NC

1960

1961
CORE Freedom Rides 
through the South 
prompting violence from 
white protestors. 

Monroe City Council 
appropriates $10,000 to 
recreation department 
for white residents, and 
$1,200 for summer 
recreational program for 
Black youth.

1963

Birmingham Church 
Bombed by United 
Klansman. 

March on Washington for 
Jobs & Freedom where 
MLK, Jr. delivers “I have a 
dream” speech. 

16th Street Baptist Church 
bombing in Birmingham 
kills four young Black girls.

Bolton’s Restaurant in Monroe, 
GA refuses to serve Black 
protesters. 

Monroe City Council imposes 
curfew ordinance in response to 
protests. 

MLK, Jr. receives Nobel Peace 
Prize. 

President Johnson signs Civil 
Rights Act into law preventing 
employee discrimination due to 
race, color sex, religion or 
national origin.

1964

1965

First 2 Black students: Dorcas 
Jernigan & Sallie Mae Robertson 
enroll at Monroe Area High School 
(MAHS). 

Bloody Sunday: Selma to 
Montgomery March in Alabama 

President Johnson signs Voting 
Rights Act to prevent literacy tests 
as a voting requirement.

MLK JR. assassinated at age 39 in 
Memphis, TN. 

President Johnson signs Fair Housing 
Act providing equal opportunity 
housing regardless of race, religion or 
national origin. 

Graves v Walton County Board of 
Education Law Suit Prompts 
Integration of Schools in Walton 
County.

1967
First 2 Black students 
graduate from MAHS.

President Truman signs Executive 
Order to end segregation in the 
Armed Forces. 

MLK, Jr. graduates from 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, GA.

1948

1949
Citizens Committee, lead 
by Dan Young, petitions 
for equal education 
rights to Walton County 
School Board.

1968
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1951
Monroe Rotary Club 
invites Black 
children for the first 
time to their Annual 
Christmas Party.
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1978

U.S. Supreme Court 
declared affirmative 
action constitutional 
but invalidated the 
use of racial quotas. 

SCLC Freedom 
March in Monroe, 
GA

1981

Lynching of Michael Donald by 
KKK in Mobile, AL 

Army sergeant, Lynn McKinley 
Jackson found dead, hanging 
from a tree between Monroe & 
Social Circle, GA.

$7 million judgement 
against United Klans of 
America  

KKK Rally in Monroe, GA

1987

Colin Powell appointed 
first Black U.S. 
Secretary of State. 

Moore’s Ford Murder 
Investigation re-opened 
by GA Governor Roy 
Barnes.

20011972
KKK Rally in Walton 
County, GA

1990

Moore’s Ford 
Memorial 
Committee Formed 
in Monroe, GA

1992

1996

Rodney King beaten 
by LAPD triggering 
four days of LA Riots.

Patricia Roberts, Black female graduate of 
MAHS, competes in 1976 Olympic Games 
on the first U.S. Women’s Basketball Team. 
Monroe, GA hosts welcome parade in her 
honor.

1976

Shirley Chisholm, first 
Black woman, runs 
for President. 

First Black Miss 
Hurricane at MAHS & 
First Black Co-
Captain of MAHS 
Football Team.

1982
Army sergeant, Lynn 
McKinley Jackson’s 
death inquest ruled a 
suicide. 

SCLC Freedom March 
occurs from Social 
Circle to Monroe, GA 
with KKK present.
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Author Laura Wexler 
publishes “Fire In A 
Canebreak” about 
the Moore’s Ford 
Lynching.

2003

1999

Military Salute for 1946 
Moore’s Ford Lynching 
Victim & WWII Veteran 
George Dorsey at gravesite 

Zion Hill Cemetery clean-up 
by Moore’s Ford Memorial 
Committee

1989
Local Black activist, 
Dan Young, dies in 
Monroe, GA. 

City Council approves 
rezoning request on 
land in close proximity 
to Zion Hill Cemetery, 
abandoned Black 
cemetery.

Barack Obama 
elected 44th and first 
Black US President.

2008

First Moore’s Ford 
Lynching Re-Enactment 
occurs in Monroe, GA 
organized by Tyrone 
Brooks.

2005

FBI re-opened Moore’s Ford 
Murder Investigation.

2006

1969

Last segregated Carver 
High School class 
graduates Black 
students n Monroe, GA 
(Spring). 

Monroe Area High 
School (MAHS) total 
integration (Fall). 

George Walton Academy, 
first private school in 
Monroe, GA founded.
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2018
GBI closes its re-opened case on the 
Moore’s Ford Lynching. 

US Dept of Justice attempts to stop Grand 
Jury Testimony Unsealing; 11th Circuit Court 
of Appeals upholds lower Court’s decision 
but requests rehearing. 

First Black Debutante inducted in the 
Debutants of Monroe organization that 
previously prohibited black inductees. 

Monroe welcome signs containing the 
confederate flag symbol representing the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans organization 
are removed by the City of Monroe.

2017

Anthony Pitch renews petition to 
unseal documents. Government 
confirmed records must remain 
sealed. 

Moore’s Ford Grand Jury Testimony 
Document Unsealing Granted by US 
11th Circuit District Court. 

Aug 18 – US District Judge Marc 
Treadwell agreed to release grand 
jury transcripts to enhance the 
historical record of the tragic event.

2016
Anthony Pitch publishes “The 
Last Lynching” book. After book 
is published, he discovers 6 
boxes of documents containing 
4,800 page of transcripts 
related to the Moore Ford 
Lynching Case in the National 
Archives in Washington D.C. 

Roger Hayes (son of Moore’s 
Ford Lynching victim Roger 
Malcom) died April 15, 2016 in 
Ohio, where he was moved to 
avoid threat of death after the 
killing of his father.

2015

FBI closes its re-
opened case on the 
Moore’s Ford Lynching. 

Lynn McKinley Jackson 
case re-opened by 
Walton County Sheriff’s 
Department

2019

Monroe resident and historic preservationist Elizabeth Jones 
begins Zion Hill Cemetery restoration efforts with community 
volunteers. 

Jan 8 – Civil Rights Cold Case Records Collection Act of 2018 
signed into law by President Donald Trump. 

Feb 11 – 3-Judge panel of the 11th US Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled 2-1 to uphold the District Court’s order. 

June 4 - 11th Circuit Court of Appeals, after polling, decides 
that Pitch vs. USA will be re-heard En Banc in October. 

July 6 – Anthony Pitch dies. His wife, Marion Pitch, and author 
Laura Wexler are named petitioners on the case. 

Oct 22 – US 11th Circuit Court Hears Petition En Banc from 
attorney Joseph Bell in Atlanta, GA.

2014
Feb 3 - Author Anthony 
Pitch petitioned the US 
District Court for the 
Middle District of GA to 
order unsealing the 1946 
Moore’s Ford Lynching 
Grand Jury Transcripts. 

Aug 19 - Judge dismissed 
petition without prejudice 
as there was no evidence 
that the transcripts 
existed.

2020
US 11th Circuit Court overrules previous decision to 
release Grand Jury Testimonies from the Moore’s Ford 
Lynching case. 

Attorney Joseph Bell files writ of certiorari to Supreme 
Court of the US to unseal Moore’s Ford Lynching 
Testimonies. 

George Floyd is killed by Minneapolis police officer and 
protests erupt across the US, including several days of 
protests in downtown Monroe, GA. 

Fighting Oppression and Racism in Monroe (FORM) 
writes petition for the removal of the confederate 
monument on the Walton County Courthouse Square. 

Monroe Diversity Council formed by Mayor of Monroe, 
John Howard. Council presents recommendations to 
City Council including Acknowledgement of Moore’s 
Ford Lynching.

2021

Letter of Moore’s Ford 
Lynching Acknowledgement 
presented to Monroe City 
Council by Mayor John 
Howard. 

UNSPOKEN documentary 
film written, directed, edited 
and produced by Monroe 
resident Stephanie 
Calabrese completed in 
December.
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